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Grass-wrack

of St. Oswald, described by Wordsworth in
the Excursion. In the churchyard He the re-
mains of the poet, his daughter, his sister
Dorothy, and Hartley Coleridge. In Town
End, to the s.e., resided Wordsworth, and
later DC Quincey; p. 876.

Grass Ciotli, a material resembling Jinen,
made in China and the East Lrom fibres of
various plants of the nettle order.

Grasse, tn., dep. Alpes-Maritimcs, France.
The town has a parish church of the r2th
and Mlh centuries; p. 10,800.

Grasse, Francois Joseph Paul, Marquis
dc Grasse-Tilly, (i7uo-SS), French admiral,
was born in Vallette, Provence, France. He
defeated the British admirals, Hood and
Drake, off Port Royal, Martinique (April
28, J7<Sr), blockaded the Vork and James
rivers (August ,-50), and landed 3,000 troops
who co-operated effectively with the Ameri-
can forces in the siege of Yorktown. He
wrote Me moire Jitstifiratif (178.1).

Grasses, The (order Graminacav), are
the most important of the products of the
vegetable kingdom, forming the food of all
herbivorous animals and including the vari-
ous cereals on which man subsists. Grasses
are monocotylcdonous plants having leaves
with parallel veins and the parts of the flow-
er in threes or sixes. The inflorescence is
spikelike or panicle-like, made up of an ag-
gregation of secondary flowers or spikelets,
each spikelet being surrounded by bracts or
glumes, which are often prolonged into awns.
The stems have hollow internodes. Three
types of grasses are lawn, pasture, and hay.
Among the lawn grasses are blue grass, red-
top, Rhode Island bent grass, Bermuda grass,
St. Augustine grass and buffalo grass. Red-
top, blue grass, fescue, orchard grass, brome
grass, bent grass, mcsquito, blue stem, rye
grass, grama grass are included in the pas-
ture grasses. The hay grasses include rccltop,
orchard grass, timothy, Johnson grass, brome
grass, blue grass, tali oat grass, meadow fes-
cue, rye grass, meadow foxtail, crab grass,
Guinea grass, crested dog's tail, etc. Consult
Wing Meadows and Pastures (1911) ; John
Percival Agricultural Botany (1026).

Grass Finch, a sparrow common in fields
and prairies throughout the eastern United
States, recognizable in flight by displaying
two white feathers at the side of the tail;
also known as *vespcr sparrow.'

Grasshopper, a member of either of two
distinct families of orthopterous insects, the
Acridiidae, and the Locustidac. In both fam-
ilies the last pair of legs is very long and

trong, giving the insects their jumping pow-
er. Both families are vegetarian in diet, and
a green or brown color ih usual. It is the
male onlv which in most cases produces the
chirping nui>c. The most familiar American
grasshopper is the red-legged one an acrid-
an common all over the Ka>tern States and
Canada in lute summer. Nearly related to it
is the large Western species occasionally in-
vading farms from central Nebraska west-
ward in destructive swarms, migrant from
their beeding-placfs in the Rocky Mountain
region. Destruction from grasshoppers in
icj.S^ in the northern Great Plains and Rocky
Mountain States was the worst in many
years. See I*. Knight The Problems of In-
sert- Stiftly (lO^.O.
Grassmann, Hermann Giinther (1809-
77), (rt'nnan mathematician and Sanskrit
scholar, born at Stettin. He is celebrated as
the discoverer (iSf>,0 of a linguistic law
called *(iras^mann\s law/ that in words hav-
ing two aspirated mutes only one tended to
retain its aspirate; the law applies to the
Indo-(!crmanic family. See Lijc by Schlegel
(1878).
Grass-moth, any of the many .small moths
of the family Crambidiu, whose caterpillars
feed on grass, while the- imago flies about
among the vegetation of fields and pastures.
Grass of Parnassus. Any member of the
genus Parnassia, of the Saxifrage family,
growing in damp places, having white or
pale yellow flowers marked with pronounced
veins.
Grassquit, any of various small seed-eat-
ing imehes, mostly of the genus Sporophila,
very common in tin* West Indies and Cen-
tral America.
Grass Snake, a non-poisonous colubrine
snake widely distributed over Kurope, Asia,
and N, Africa. The color is olive-gray or
brown above, with black bands and spots,
and checkered black and white beneath. The
usual length is three feet. It is nearly related
to the American writer-snake.
Grass-tree, a name given to various Aus-
tralian plants belonging to the genus Xan-
thorrhtttt, a subdivision of the order Junca-
ccai. They bear leaves in a tuft at the sum-
mit of the woody stem or cuudex and a" spike
of white sessile flowers in April. On account
of the resin which exudes from some of the
species they arc known as 'grass gum-trees,'
Grass-wrack, or Eel-Grass, a sub-'
merged scaplant, with grass-like, bright green
leaves and bearing in late summer flowers
composed of .stamens and pistils alternately